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LaSalle-Peru Township High School Board of Education

Learn...Grow...Lead...Excellence is Our Standard!

The LaSalle-Peru High School Counseling Office contin-
ues to stride toward national recognition. During the Board 
of Education meeting Wednesday night, three LP counsel-
ors updated the Board on the steps they have been tak-
ing over the past three years to enhance the department 
based on the national American School Counselor Asso-
ciation model.
“We needed to see where are we to know where we need-

ed to grow to be where a school counseling department 
should be,” explained division chair Emily Carney, noting 
that the process has involved assessing and reviewing all 
of the counselors’ activities.
She went on to explain the LP counselors have taken 

steps to increase the amount of time they spend on activi-
ties that are recognized as the type of work a model coun-
seling office should be performing rather than other tasks. 
“Rather than time away from the students, we’re actually 

working with the students,” Carney said.
Counselor Sue Marshall added that the ASCA recommen-

dation is that counselors should be spending 80 percent of 
their time in direct contact with students – a goal that the 
LP counselors have been achieving.

The stu-
dent- and 
family-fo-
cused ac-
tivities the 
counse l -
ors have 
b e e n 
i m p l e -
m e n t i n g 
i n c l u d e 
g r o u p 
counse l -
ing sessions to provide academic and social/emotional 
support, increased and better focused parent nights, and 
working with students, beginning with class of 2019, to de-
velop 4-year plans.
“We want our students to think about their whole high 

school career rather than just this one semester they’re in,” 
said LP Counselor Kristy DeChirico.
If the LP Counselors efforts come to fruition they will be-

come a Recognized ASCA Model Program (RAMP).
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LP Counselors RAMPing up activities

The School Board recognized T.R. Miller and Allison Wash-
kowiak, who performed with the ILMEA all-state choir, and 
choral director Aimee Taylor and Nate Stubler, 4th place in 
state bowler, and his coach, Bob Stubler.


